
Ellinwood United Methodist Church 
Newsletter– February 2023 

300 W. 1st Street, Ellinwood, KS 
Email: ellinwoodmethodist@gmail.com or 

ellinwoodsecretary@gmail.com 
Website: ellinwoodumc.com  

Sunday Worship Service 9:00 a.m. 
 

Ellinwood United Methodist Church Mission Statement 
Filled with God’s Spirit 

We exist to strengthen one another,  

minister to others; share the Good News of Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

Greetings everyone, 

 We are one month down already in 2023 and coming into our Lenten Season.   As I write this in the 

latter part of January I look out the window and see the beautiful snow bringing moisture to this earth and 

continuing God's promise of taking care of us.  I know that some will disagree with me when I say the snow 

is beautiful but it is a matter of perspective (that's at least what I tell Brandi when she explains to me how 

she's ready for summer already). To the earth, the animals and the plants the snow can be an inconven-

ience and a cause for some issues but it also means the replenishing of the water supply for all. And for 

those plants that have gone dormant for the year and don't want to wake up until spring they have a blanket 

that will tell them when it's time to get up, like when I pull the one off of Caleb every morning to get him out 

of bed. So hopefully when you look at around at that sea of white that surrounded us, you are able to feel 

God blanketing you with His love. 

 Our FLAME group continues to be strong in numbers and discussion.  Jeff Plattner has definitely 

proven to be a great asset to the group, thank you thank you thank you Jeff.  We continue to plan mission 

outings and also possibly redesigning our shirts and getting some new ones ordered.  If anyone else is  

interested in having them we will let you know after the designs are in.  Please continue to Pray for and 

support this group as you feel called to as they daily go out and walk their faith in front of others.   

 As we continue on the path that God has for this Body of Christ let us remember that is in Him we 

should be trusting. As we make the decisions that affect the future of the church here in our community we 

should always be leaning into His word for the understanding and guidance that we all need. In Proverbs 

3:5-6 we are told to "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  It doesn't say just when making church deci-

sions, financial decisions, family decisions, or what we're going to do for fun tonight, it says in all our ways. 

So let us trust in Him when we feel called, let us trust in Him when we feel abandoned, and trust in Him as 

we face whatever challenges come our way. Remember the righteous path leads to the narrow gate which 

is the plan that God had for us through His Son who went to the Cross to become that Gate. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Tom 



CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
meets in fellowship hall fol-
lowing children’s time dur-

ing worship. 
This is for Pre-K through 5th 

grade. 

Open Door Sunday School 
Fellowship Hall 

Following Worship   
Open to all Adults 

Altar Decorations:  Colleen Bowan 
Sound System: Brian Stout  

Power Point:  Lizzie Reazin/Rella Ritterhouse 
 

Date Worship Leader Acolyte  Children’s Church  

2.5.23 Nancy Baird Emmalynn Perron Brandi Reazin   
2.12.23 Tony Schmitt Caleb Reazin  Erica Perron 
2.19.23 Nancy Baird Hadley Baker  Tammy Sturn 
2.26.23 Lori McLeland Perron Girls   Susan Schneweis 
3.5.23 Tony Schmitt Caleb Reazin  Nancy  Baird  

FEBRUARY WORSHIP INFORMATION 

FEBRUARY – BIRTHDAYS 
4th – Michael Stout  9th – Eric Bortz 13th – Robert Beck          

13th -Coral Spike  14th – Travis Schneweis 14th – Kaden Baird 

16th – Hadley Baker 21st – Pastor Tom Reazin 21st – Emmalynn Perron   

                         22nd – Jessica Baker      28th – Haydin Gatewood 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
1st – Terry& Lisa Gross 

28th – Mark &  Lori McLeland 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
FLAME   

(Faith Leads And Missions Encourage)  
6th grade – HS Senior  

Wednesdays @ 7:00 @ Salem UMC 
 WE will leave Ellinwood UMC @ 6:30 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
FLAME: Wednesdays, @ 7:00 

p.m.@ Salem UMC—Will leave 

Ellinwood UMC @ 6:30   
 

Sunday, February 5th @ 6:00 p.m. 

Four Ways forward Informational 

meeting– Fellowship Hall  
 

Thursday, February 9th 

EAC Ministerial Soup  Supper  -  

5:00—7:00 p.m. Parish Center 
 

Sunday, February 19th–  

Informal Vote after worship.  
 

Tuesday, February 21st—

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

Wednesday, February 22nd 

Ash Wednesday Service @ 7:00 

p.m.—Ellinwood UMC 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
FOOD BANK HOURS: 
Mondays: 3:00– 5:00 p.m. 
Thursdays: 5:00—7:00 p.m. 
Food Bank is located at the UCC 
Church on 7th Street.  

Ellinwood Area  Churches  

Annual Community Soup Dinner 

THURSDAY, February 9th  
5:00– 7:00 p.m. @ Parish Center 

Free Will Donation 

Funds raised from this are used to  

provide assistance to Ellinwood  

residents in need.   

 

FOUR WAYS FORWARD INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, February 5th @ 6:00 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall–  Soup will be provided. 

We will  join together for a meal and pray for guidance.  

Then we will have a question and answer session. 

There is an informational sheet in the narthex and attached to this  

newsletter highlighting different options for moving forward.   

 

THEN on February 19th—there will be an informal vote– after worship. 

Only members of the church can vote.  Since this is the informal vote to 

decide if we are wanting to disaffiliate or not and  you are not going to be 

in church—you may text your vote to Brian Stout at 620-617-8495 

If the strong majority votes to disaffiliate—a formal vote will  have to be 

done at a Church Conference -date to be determined.   



Administrative Council—January 18th  
Filled with God’s Spirit 

We exist to strengthen one another,  

minister to others; share the Good News of Jesus Christ 

Attending: Pastor Tom, Brian Stout, Darren & Lisa Beckwith, Diane 
Hill, Lori McLeland, Irlan & Virginia Fullbright. 
 Pastor Tom opened the meeting with a devotion on  
spreading the truth and being prepared.  
 Treasurer Report: Virginia  passed out the a report on  the 
income and expenses since the beginning of the year.  
 Financial Report: Diane reported we are bout 50% below 
our budgeted amount in giving. 
 Trustees: Irlan shared there was a water leak in the  
parsonage, it has been repaired and the water has been turned off 
since no one is living there at this time.  There will need to be some 
drywall repair from the leak. 
 PPR: Lori resigned her position as PPR Chair.  Irlan  
nominated Brian as PPR chair, Lori second—motion passed.  
Brian shared that discussion was held on the  pastor compensation 
due to the financial status of our church.,  Options to consider after 
the church family decides on the direction they want to take is 
possibly going from a 1/2 time pastor to a 1/4 time pastor. At this 
time we are continuing to pay as we did for the past year as that is 
what was approved in the budget.  
 Four Ways Forward Committee: Lisa reported that Lori, 
Brian, Virginia , Pastor Tom met to compile information on the Four 
Ways Forward. A document has been completed and will be shared  
in the newsletter, church narthex.  An informational meeting will 
be held on Sunday, February 5th @ 6:00 with a soup dinner.  An 
informal vote will take place on Sunday, February 19th. 
 Pastor Tom: Flame is going well. Amy Hurley is  
arranging the meals and Jeff Platner is assisting with the meetings.   
They are looking at a new logo design, a mission trip over summer.  
EAC Community Soup Summer will be held on Thursday, February 
9th.   Ash Wednesday service will be  Wednesday, February 22th @ 
7:00 p.m. at Ellinwood UMC.  There will NOT be any Lenten lunches 
this year.  
Next meeting: March 1st @ 6:30 p.m.  Pastor closed with prayer.  
 

 

“All we have comes from God” 
 

Amount budgeted per month: 

$7,026.00 

January Gifts to date: 

$2988.70 

 

BUDGET TIDBIT: 

Gas Bill for January: $995.00 

 

For online giving check out this 

link: 

https://www.ellinwoodumc.com/

giving 

FOOD BANK NEEDS: 
potatoes, mandarin oranges, pickles, ketchup, hamburger 

helper, cookie mix, icing, shaving crème, shampoo, and deo-
dorant. You may leave your donations in the container in the 

narthex. 
AND ON SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, February 12th 

BRING A BOX OR TWO of Cereal—  

Ash Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, February 27th  

@ 7:00 p.m.  @ Ellinwood UMC 

 

Maundy Thursday Service 

Thursday April 6th @ 7:00 p.m. 

@Salem UMC 

 

Community Good Friday Service 

Friday, April 7th @ 7:00  p.m. @ 

Ellinwood UMC 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 9th  

Sunrise Service @ 6:45 a.m. @ Salem 

UMC 

Salem Easter Service @  7:45 a.m.  

Ellinwood Easter Service @ 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.ellinwoodumc.com/giving
https://www.ellinwoodumc.com/giving


Ellinwood United Methodist Church 

Box 445 

Ellinwood, KS  67526 

Address Service Requested  

«Newsletter Name» 

«Address» 

«City», «State»  «Zip» 

OPPORTUNITIES TO STAY INFORMED ON  
ELLINWOOD UMC EVENTS  

 

 WEBSITE - https://www.ellinwoodumc.com- latest newsletter, video/
audio worship service etc.  

 

ONE CALL NOW- for worship service updates prayer request, meeting 
reminders-if you are not signed up for this please do at this link   

https://www.ellinwoodumc.com/one-call , you can sign up for text, 
emails or phone messages!! 

 

EMAILS: if you are not receiving emails – let us know – send us your 
email address or if you change email addresses, please let us know at 

 ellinwoodsecretary@gmail.com 
 

FACEBOOK: We do post items of interest on our Facebook page- this can be an 

upcoming church event or even a community mission that we can assist with.  
Check us out at Ellinwood UMC. Share, like or follow us. 

 
 
 
 

Want to stay current on  
prayer needs and events  
going on in the church.  

There are blank ONE CALL 
forms in the foyer and there is 

a link on our webpage that 
you can complete.  

www.ellinwoodumc.com/one-call 

https://www.ellinwoodumc.com-
https://www.ellinwoodumc.com/one-call
mailto:ellinwoodsecretary@gmail.com
https://www.ellinwoodumc.com/one-call

